


Welcome to Conference 2021! 
 
This year’s Divisional Conference is set to be the Masonic event in the 
Central Division this year.  
 
In the past month or so more than 270 brethren across the Division have 
attended the “One Vision – One Goal – One Team” roadshows. The 
feedback has overwhelmingly confirmed that we are on the right track and 
that for many brethren there is almost relief that help is at hand to assist 
your Lodge to thrive. 
 
The journey continues at this year’s Divisional Conference.  
 
Over the past 18 months I have listened intently to brethren as I have 
travelled around the Division on what they want from a Conference that 
now only happens once in every three years. These are the things you 
have told me: 
 

• Make it classy – don’t do it on the cheap; 
• Look after our partners and wives; 
• Educate us – but entertain us as well; and 
• Make it clear on what you expect from us afterwards 

 
So, with this in mind I have worked with the District Grand Master’s to 
put together what I believe will be an unforgettable weekend of charity, 
fun and education. My expectation is that each Lodge will send at least 4 
of their brethren to conference this year and I have asked District Grand 
Master’s to ensure that this expectation is clearly understood by Lodges. 
This event only happens once in every three years! 
 
“Classy” doesn’t come cheap, however I am confident that the experience 
you will have at conference will be remembered long after the price is 
forgotten. That said, I respect that many brethren are on fixed incomes 
which is why the $35.00 conference cost per person has been subsidised 
from Divisional funds. If you wish to attend the Conference session on 



Saturday and still can’t quite get the $$$ over the line – ask your Lodge – 
they may be able to assist you from their benevolence fund. 
 
So here’s what’s in store for this year’s conference: 
 
Charity Dinner – Friday, 30 April – 6.00pm till late 
 
For those of you that have been telling me you want a WOW! event – here 
it is! 
 
The evening kicks off at 6.00pm with a cash bar before the carvery opens 
at 6.30pm.  
 
At 7.30pm you will be entertained for an hour by Vicki Lee and her show 
“Vera Lynn – Hits from the Blitz”. Endorsed by Vera Lynn herself – this 
show has travelled the world to international acclaim. 
 
Vicki has been entertaining audiences for over 40 years. 
 
Vicki’s talent and versatility made her sought after by entertainers such as 
the late Sir Howard Morrison, who enjoyed her ability to spontaneously 
follow his often-unrehearsed lead on her multi-instrumental keyboard. 
 
She subsequently toured the country and internationally with him on 
numerous occasions. Vicki has also had the privilege of working with and 
accompanying Dame Malvina Major on many of her memorable tours. 
 
It truly is remarkable that we have been able to secure Vicki to play at our 
Charity Dinner. 
 
At 8.30pm we will have a short presentation from the Chief Executive of 
the Special Olympics in New Zealand, Carolyn Young. She will tell us first 
hand what it means to the organisation she leads to have us on board. 
 



This will be followed by a Charity Auction, the likes of which you will have 
never witnessed at a masonic event in New Zealand. The item I have my 
eye on is a fishing charter for 4 people. The auction will also include art 
works from up-and-coming New Zealand contemporary artists. 
 
After a quick tally-up; (along with very generous support from the 
Freemasons’ Charity) we will present a cheque for the total proceeds to 
Carolyn. This will be in addition to any money your Lodge has raised 
between now and conference. I am urging every Lodge to contribute at 
least $100.00. 
 
Then at 9pm you will be entertained by No Strings Attached. This band 
has played at the last few Grand Installation Cocktail Evenings and have 
an eclectic playlist that is bound to have you up on the dance floor 
tripping the light fantastic. 
 
The Charity Dinner is open to masons, their partners; friends; family; 
work colleagues – the more the merrier. 
 
There are two pricing options. $95 per head – or $995 for a table of eight. 
The per head price excludes beverages; the table rate includes 4 bottles of 
wine per table.  
 
Corporate and team bookings are most welcome at $995 per table of 8. 
 
This is a great opportunity to showcase freemasonry and our charitable 
works to your friends. Not to mention the unforgettable entertainment.  
 
Divisional Conference – Saturday 1 May, 2021 8.30am – 4.00pm 
 
The conference gets under way with registrations (and a coffee and 
muffin) from 8.30am on the Saturday morning. 
 
After opening the Conference at 9.30am partners and wives are then able 
to depart to take part in their programme for the day. 



 
The agenda is included in this pack – and as you will see – we have much 
to cover. 
 
For me the two most important sessions of the day are towards the end of 
the conference. We have invited 3 lodges in the Division with candidate 
waiting lists to tell us what their ‘secret sauce’ is. The other session 
introduces 3 younger freemasons who will share why they have joined our 
organisation and what we need to do to keep them.  
 
The conference will arm you with tools and resources that you will be able 
to take back to your lodge to assist in your Lodge’s “journey to great”. 
 
The cost to attend conference, including registration, early morning tea, 
and lunch is $35.00 per person.  
 
Wives and Partners Programme – Saturday 1 May 10.00am – 3.30pm 
 
When I asked the partners and wives what they wanted from their 
programme – the response was loud and clear… DO NOT organise us – 
we can do that for ourselves. 
 
So, this year – the partners programme is centred around the brand new, 
just opened, Focal Point Cinema and Café. Within walking distance of the 
Conference Centre – use it as your base as you enjoy a coffee, a stroll 
around the shops – and later on some lunch and your own private movie. 
 
Finish off with another coffee before returning to the Conference Centre 
to hear the closing address from the Grand Master. 
 
The cost of participating in the wives and partners programme is $20 per 
head. And like the charity dinner – your friends and family are most 
welcome to join you. The more the merrier! 
 
 



Remits 
 
The remits system was changed 2 years ago to allow remits to be raised by 
Lodges at any time. No remits have been received for consideration at this 
year’s conference. As a consequence, it will not be necessary to distribute 
voting power to Lodge delegates. 
 
Registrations 
 
Registrations this year will be managed electronically, and I ask that you 
also make payment by this method as well. 
 
Use the electronic registration link on the Divisional website to book your 
place at Conference or click on the link below: 
 
https://bit.ly/2PcbOTE 
 
Registrations close Tuesday 27 April. No registrations on the day.  
 
Accommodation 
 
Palmerston North is blessed with a huge variety of accommodation all 
within walking distance of the Conference Centre. We attempted to secure 
groups discounts at several – but all needed minimum numbers and non-
refundable deposits. 
 
Hoteliers and Moteliers are currently fighting hard for market share so I 
am confident that you will be able to negotiate a very attractive rate on 
your own – perhaps even better than I could have managed on your 
behalf.  
 
Supporting material 
 
The minutes from the previous conference, full accounts from last year 
and budgets for this year will be available via the Divisional Website at 

https://bit.ly/2PcbOTE


least 7 full days prior to the conference commencing. I will email all 
brethren in the Division once they have been posted online. 
 
In the interests of reducing paper – printed copies of minutes and 
accounts WILL NOT be included in your conference bags. Feel free to 
print and bring your own copy or to view them on the screen during the 
conference. 
 
Tania and I are very excited about this year’s conference. We can’t wait to 
renew old friendships and to make new ones. 
 
There’s an energy in the air I haven’t sensed for years. Get onboard – ride 
the wave with us! 
 
 
 
 
Russell Pratt 
Divisional Grand Master, Central Division 
30 March, 2021 



CENTRAL DIVISION CONFERENCE 
 

1ST May, 2021 
Venue: Palmerston North Conference and Events Centre 

Palmerston North 
 
 
8.30am  Registration Desk Open – Tea/Coffee on arrival 
 
9.30am  Open Conference – RW Bro Pratt – Div GM 
 
  (Ladies depart for Ladies Programme) 
 

• Introduction – Grand Director of Ceremonies  
• Necrology – Grand Chaplain  

 
9.35am  Confirmation of Minutes from previous conference (WBro S. Hill) 
 
  Divisional Grand Master’s Report (RW Bro R Pratt) 
 
  Treasurers Report  (Bro S. Sherring) 

• Accounts for 2020 
• Budget 2021 
• Divisional Levy 2021 
• Appointment of Auditor 2021 

 
10.15am National Office Segment – to include 
 
 

• Grand Master – Working as One – The Journey 
• District Grand Masters  – “Since the roadshow” 
• Roadshow updates and road ahead – Executive Director 

 
11.30am An Update from Special Olympics – Carolyn Young 
 
11.45am A word from our sponsors 
 
12.00pm  Charity Update – Dep GM, Charity Administrator, Div Almoner 
 
12.15pm Heartland Bank Scholarship Presentation – Div Almoner/Heartland Bank 
 
12.30pm Lunch 
 
1.15pm  Teddy’s for Loving Care – Tony Mansfield 
 
1.30pm  The Elephant in the Room: Cringe – and how we deal with it – Steve Griffin 
 
2.30pm  Why we can’t keep up with the current flow of new initiates? 
   (3 x 10 minute sessions from 3 lodges) 
 
 



3.00pm  I am the ‘modern’ freemason. What you need to do to keep me 
   (3 x 10 min inspirational clips from 3 masons in the Division) 
 
3.30pm  There’s still much to be done….   RW Bro Pratt 
 
  (Ladies rejoin the group) 
 
3.40pm  Final Remarks – Grand Master 
 
3.55pm  Close of Conference – RW Bro Pratt 
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